566 MINES AND MINERALS

Cobalt in northern Ontario, soon followed by the discovery of many other major mining
areas including the Porcupine gold mining camp in 1909 and Kirkland Lake in 1911,
While exploration was continuing in northern Ontario and Quebee, leading to the Noranda
copper find in the Rouyn district in 1921, oil and gas exploration in Western Canada
resulted in the discovery of the important Turner Valley fleld near Calgary in 1913. The
introduction of aircraft in mineral exploration in Northern Canada in the 1920s was a key
factor in the discovery of pitchblende, a source of radium and uranium, at Great Bear Lake
in the Northwest Territories in 1930, and in the finding of a number of gold and base metal
deposits in the northern areas of the provinces, the Northwest Territories and Yukon
Territory in the 1930s. The Leduc oil discovery in Alberta in 1947 was the beginning
of Canada’s present oil industry, one of the most thriving sectors of the mineral economy.

Since the immediate postwar period, mineral discoveries have been made in almost
every region of Canada and the industry’s rapid growth and increasing diversification
have had a profound effect on the Canadian economy. The value of mineral output has
risen from about $500,000,000 in 1945 to just over $1,000,000,000 in 1950 and to nearly
$4,000,000,000 in 1966. Canada now ranks as the world's third largest diversified mineral
producer following the United States and the Soviet Union and is the world’s largest
exporter of minerals and mineral produects.

The historical trend of the value of mineral production is shown in Table 1.  Statisties
are available from 1886 and are given for five-year intervals from that date to 1950 and
annually for subsequent years. These figures are not strictly comparable throughout the
period because of minor changes in methods of computing metallic content of ores sold and
valuations of products but serve as a measure of the tremendous growth of this major in-
dustry.

1.—Value of Mineral Production, 1886-1966
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The Mineral Industry in 1966

The Canadian mineral industry had another year of outstanding achievement in 1966
and established a new high in value of output. Exploration for new deposits and develop-
ment of properties for production was extensive and widespread in all provinces and in
the territories, and announcements were made of new projects and expansions that will
increase appreciably the productive capacities for many commodities. Canada’s mineral
base thus becomes stronger each year, as diversification in output both by commodity
and by source increases. The value of total mineral production in 1966 was $3,972,481,000
compared with $3,715,471,000 in 1965, an increase of 6 p.c. The metallics sector accounted
for $76,797,000 of the increase, the industrial minerals, ineluding structural materials and
non-metallics, for $76,096,000, and mineral fuels for $74,118,000.



